VAENAS AND ASBAMAS          73

dharma. Every man is a member of the social
organism. He owes his body and mind or psycho-
physical make-up to his forefathers, rsis and gods
and so he has to repay his debt of gratitude to
them. The G-rhastha has to do his duties and
not assert his civic rights. The duty to the fore-
fathers consists in the performance of Sraddha to
them and the continuance of the species worthy
of the race. The duties to the rsis, lie in the
study of the Vedas as they are the Vedic seers of
God. The Gods are pleased by Vedic sacrifices
and worship. The first and the third can be
accomplished only with the assistance of a wife.
So marriage is a religious sacrament, according to
our people and not a civil affair to satisfy our
senses. Not only the above three functions, but
, also the remaining two of the panc'hryajnas can
be performed only with the assistance of a wife
to look after the house. So our people assigned
domestic work as the primary duty to the wife.
It is also the duty of a grhastha or householder
to feed all people who are in need of food, the
brahmacarin, the other grhasthas who approach
him for food, the sannyasin who has neither home
nor relations, and even the vanaprastha. So every
other asrama depends upon the grhasthasrama
for its support as the children depend upon their
mother. As a ffrhastha has to offer bhuta'bali